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Gen er a l  m ar k in g  g u id an ce  

• All candidates must  receive the same t reatment . Exam iners must  mark the last  

candidate in exact ly the same way as they mark the first . 

• Mark schemes should be applied posit ively. Candidates must  be rewarded for what  

they have shown they can do rather than penalised for om issions.  

• Examiners should mark according to the mark scheme not  according to their 

percept ion of where the grade boundaries may lie.  

• All the marks on the mark scheme are designed to be awarded. Exam iners should 

always award full marks if deserved. Exam iners should also be prepared to award 

zero marks if the candidate’s response is not  worthy of credit  according to the mark 

scheme. 

• When exam iners are in doubt  regarding the applicat ion of the mark scheme to a 

candidate’s response, the team leader must  be consulted. 

• Crossed-out  work should be marked u n less  the candidate has replaced it  with an 

alternat ive response. 

How  t o  aw ar d  m ar k s 

Fin d in g  t h e r ig h t  lev el  

The first  stage is to decide which level the answer should be placed in. To do this, use a 

‘best - fit ’ approach, deciding which level most  closely describes the quality of the answer. 

Answers can display characterist ics from more than one level, and where this happens 

markers must  use their professional judgement  to decide which level is most  appropriate. 

 

Placin g  a  m ar k  w i t h in  a  lev el   

After a level has been decided on, the next  stage is to decide on the mark within the level. 

The inst ruct ions below tell you how to reward responses within a level. However, where a 

level has specific guidance about  how to place an answer within a level, always follow that  

guidance. 

 

Markers should be prepared to use the full range of marks available in a level and not  

rest r ict  marks to the m iddle. Markers should start  at  the m iddle of the level (or the upper-

m iddle mark if there is an even number of marks)  and then move the mark up or down to 

find the best  mark. To do this, they should take into account  how far the answer meets the 

requirements of the level:   

• I f it  meets the requirements fully ,  markers should be prepared to award full marks 

within the level. The top mark in the level is used for answers that  are as good as 

can realist ically be expected within that  level 

• I f it  only barely  meets the requirements of the level, markers should consider 

awarding marks at  the bot tom of the level. The bot tom mark in the level is used for 

answers that  are the weakest  that  can be expected within that  level 

• The m iddle marks of the level are used for answers that  have a reasonable match to 

the descriptor. This m ight  represent  a balance between some characterist ics of the 

level that  are fully met  and others that  are only barely met . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Gen er ic Lev el  Descr ip t o r s f o r  Pap er  1  

 

Tar g et s:  AO1  ( 1 0  m ar k s) :  Demonst rate, organise and communicate knowledge and 

understanding to analyse and evaluate the key features related to the periods 

studied, making substant iated judgements and exploring concepts, as relevant , of 

cause, consequence, change, cont inuity, sim ilar ity, difference and significance. 

 

 AO3  ( 1 5  m ar k s) :  Analyse and evaluate, in relat ion to the historical context , 

difference ways in which aspects of the past  have been interpreted. 

 

Lev el  Mar k  Descr ip t o r  

 0  No rewardable material.  

1  1 - 6  • Simple or generalised statements are made about  the view 

presented in the quest ion. 

• Some accurate and relevant  knowledge is included, but  it  

lacks range and depth and does not  direct ly address the 

issue in the quest ion. 

• Judgement  on the view is assert ive, with lit t le support ing 

evidence. 

2  7 - 1 2  • Some understanding of the issue raised by the quest ion is 

shown and analysis is at tempted by describing some points 

that  are relevant . 

• Most ly accurate knowledge is included, but  it  lacks range or 

depth and only has implicit  links to issues relevant  to the 

quest ion. 

• A judgement  on the view is given, but  with lim ited support  

and the cr iter ia for judgement  are left  implicit .  

3  1 3 - 1 8  • Understanding and some analysis of the issue raised by the 

quest ion is shown by select ing and explaining some key 

points of view that  are relevant . 

• Knowledge is included to demonst rate some understanding 

of the issues raised by the quest ion, but  material lacks 

range or depth 

• At tempts are made to establish cr iter ia for judgement  on 

the view and to relate the overall j udgement  to them, 

although with weak substant iat ion. 

4  1 9 - 2 5  • Key issues relevant  to the quest ion are explored by 

analysing and explaining the issues of interpretat ion raised 

by the claim . 

• Sufficient  knowledge is deployed to demonst rate 

understanding of the issues raised by the quest ion and to 

meet  most  of it s demands. 

• Valid cr iter ia by which the view can be judged are 

established and applied in the process of com ing to a 

judgement . Although some of the evaluat ions may only be 

part ly substant iated, the overall judgement  is supported. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Quest ion I ndicat ive content  

1 Answers will be credited according to candidates’ deployment  of material in 

relat ion to the qualit ies out lined in the generic mark scheme. The indicat ive 

content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  required to include all 

the material that  is indicated as relevant . 

Candidates are expected to reach a judgement  about  whether the leadership of 

Harold Wilson was the main reason why the Labour Party had electoral victor ies 

in 1964 and 1966. 

The evidence support ing the given view should be analysed and evaluated. 

Relevant  points may include:  

• Wilson’s polit ical skills were suited to the polit ics of survival and he was 

personally popular inside and outside parliam ent  

• Wilson constant ly out -manoeuvred the Conservat ives, he exploited Sir 

Alex Douglas-Home’s low public approval rate, and made Heath seem 

humourless and even foolish 

• Wilson seemed to be in tune with modern t rends, e.g. a genuine 

commitment  to science and technology  

• Wilson was determ ined to drive the economy forward and inst igated the 

creat ion of a new department  of econom ic affairs (DEA)  and the Nat ional 

Plan 

• The media image of Wilson as the pipe smoking Yorkshireman had voter 

appeal.  

The evidence countering or modifying the given view should be analysed and 

evaluated. Relevant  points may include:  

• The Conservat ives could not  win the voters over in the changing climate of 

the 1960s 

• Other members of the Labour Party showed leadership in key areas, e.g. 

Roy Jenkins, James Callaghan 

• The Labour party made the most  of ‘13 years of Tory m isrule.’ 

 

Other relevant  material must  be credited.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Quest ion I ndicat ive content  

2 Answers will be credited according to candidates’ deployment  of material in 

relat ion to the qualit ies out lined in the generic mark scheme. The indicat ive 

content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  required to include all 

the material that  is indicated as relevant . 

Candidates are expected to reach a judgement  about  whether Britain was in 

term inal decline in the 1970s. 

The evidence support ing the given view should be analysed and evaluated. 

Relevant  points may include:  

• The ret reat  from Empire confirmed that  Britain was a declining world 

power  

• The impact  of the econom ic cr isis in the 1970s, and rampant  t rade union 

m ilitancy, indicated to some that  Britain no longer had a stable and 

sustainable economy    

• Britain’s special relat ionship with the USA was declining, as the US felt  

that  Britain had not  provided enough support  over Vietnam and the Middle 

East  

• The economy seemed to be so bad by 1976 that  the Labour government  

had to go ‘cap in hand’ for an IMF bail-out  to avoid nat ional bankruptcy.  

The evidence countering or modifying the given view should be analysed and 

evaluated. Relevant  points may include:  

• Britain’s ent ry into the EEC suggested that  Europe needed Britain as a 

st rong nat ion 

• Britain had a st rong Commonwealth with t rade links that  were world wide 

• Economic decline was halted, e.g. by the com ing on st ream of North Sea 

oil,  and Healey’s successful management  of the economy 

• The elect ion of Margaret  Thatcher in 1979, based on prom ises that  Britain 

could reverse its decline, suggested that  the decline was not  term inal. 

 

Other relevant  material must  be credited.  

 

 

 



 

 

Quest ion I ndicat ive content  

3 Answers will be credited according to candidates’ deployment  of material in 

relat ion to the qualit ies out lined in the generic mark scheme. The indicat ive 

content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  required to include all 

the material that  is indicated as relevant . 

Candidates are expected to reach a judgement  about  whether Conservat ive 

econom ic polices created major social division in the years 1979-90. 

The evidence support ing the given view should be analysed and evaluated. 

Relevant  points may include:  

• Taxat ion policies led to a sharp increase in unemployment  and cont ract ion 

of indust r ial product ion driving a wedge between ‘the haves’ and ‘the have 

nots’ 

• The increase in major r iot ing in many of Britain’s inner cit ies (e.g. Bristol,  

Liverpool)  suggested econom ic policies were linked to social division  

• The  decision to close uneconomic coal m ines lead to the Miners’ St r ike, 

which divided communit ies and damaged at t itudes towards the police 

• Many people believed that  Conservat ive econom ic policies encouraged 

private greed at  the expense of the public good.  

The evidence countering or modifying the given view should be analysed and 

evaluated. Relevant  points may include:  

• The Conservat ive direct  taxat ion policies reduced levels of taxat ion for all 

sect ions of society  

• Conservat ive policies encouraged more people to buy their own home and 

allowed council tenants to do the same, which gave r ise to the idea of a 

home owning democracy  

• Denat ionalisat ion allowed the small investor to buy shares in companies, 

which gave r ise to the idea of the share owning democracy  

• Many people believed that  Conservat ive policies had rescued Britain from 

econom ic decline and restored nat ional pr ide.  

 

Other relevant  material must  be credited.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Quest ion I ndicat ive content  

4 Answers will be credited according to candidates’ deployment  of material in 

relat ion to the qualit ies out lined in the generic mark scheme. The indicat ive 

content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  required to include all 

the material that  is indicated as relevant . 

Candidates are expected to make a judgement  about  whether the use of 

technology in cr im inal act ivity was the main reason why the cr ime rate increased 

in the 1980s. 

The evidence support ing the given view should be analysed and evaluated. 

Relevant  points may include:  

• Technology allowed for illegal form s of surveillance and telephone 

monitor ing 

• Technology allowed the growth of computer and credit  card fraud 

• Technology allowed crim inals to ‘hack’ into the computers of individuals 

and organisat ions to access sensit ive material 

• An increase in car ownership was m irrored by an increase in theft  of and 

from vehicles 

• I ncreased air t ravel was linked to increased smuggling.  

The evidence countering or modifying the given view should be analysed and 

evaluated. Relevant  points may include:  

• The methods of recording cr ime have changed and this in itself may 

account  for the increased crime rate 

• New definit ions of cr im inal act ivity (e.g. race cr imes)  have accounted for 

the increased crime rate   

• An increase in the report ing of some crimes (e.g. domest ic violence)  led to 

an increase in the cr ime rate. 

 

Other relevant  material must  be credited.  
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